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MARRIAGE — GAY AND LESBIAN COUPLES 
Statement 

HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [5.31 pm]: I rise to talk about marriage. When I arrived at 
Parliament House this morning I was made aware of the fact that a number of members in this chamber were 
wearing ribbons to recognise National Marriage Day, which I believe is tomorrow. I like marriage as well as the 
next person, being happily married myself. In fact, I like it so much that I firmly believe that all couples who 
wish to marry should be able to. I looked a little further into where this National Marriage Day originated and 
discovered that it was an initiative of the conservative Australian Family Association. I found out that National 
Marriage Day, as promoted by this association, promotes marriage as not only being a necessary prerequisite to 
raising children but also only being able to occur between a man and a woman. That is a disappointment. It is 
also interesting that anyone can declare such a day. Maybe I might start declaring my own day. Perhaps we could 
celebrate “Love in all its forms” day. I will have a ribbon, which will be green. I have decided that it will be held 
on 8 June next year. As I said in my inaugural speech in this place, I take great joy in the many different ways in 
which human beings can love.  

From the deepest recesses of my soul, I believe that this is something that should be cause for great celebration. 
As I said before, I enjoy the privilege of being able to be legally married. I am also aware that for many others 
marriage does not have an appeal or is not personally necessary, and I am completely comfortable with that. It 
seems to me that if marriage is something that is worthy of celebration, if it is truly the cornerstone of society, as 
the Australian Family Association claims, why on earth would we deny gay and lesbian couples the opportunity 
to marry? I have heard some pretty daft arguments against same-sex marriage over the years. Probably the 
dumbest argument I have heard is that granting the right to marry to gay and lesbian couples would somehow 
weaken the institution of marriage. I do not know how weak the individual marriages of those who say that are, 
but I can say that if a gay couple decides to marry, it will not weaken my marriage. I cannot see the threat. They 
are private relationships and they will not weaken anyone’s marriage any more than my marriage would. 

I also heard the argument that marriage between a man and a woman is the most stable relationship. Where is the 
evidence for that? We know that 50 per cent of heterosexual marriages end in divorce; the break-up rate is the 
same for couples who are in de facto relationships. Is there any evidence that the rate is higher for same-sex 
couples who have undertaken civil unions? I have not seen that evidence. It has also been argued that the ideal 
child-rearing environment requires one male and one female parent and therefore same-sex marriage should not 
be allowed. I think we should unpick that one for a moment. Does that mean that marriage is only about raising 
children? There are plenty of happily married couples who choose to not or who are unable to have children. 
Should they be denied the opportunity to marry? Does it make their marriages lesser? I do not think so. More 
than 10 per cent of same-sex couples are parenting a child. There is no evidence that children raised by same-sex 
couples fare worse than children raised by opposite-sex couples. In fact, same-sex parents have reported that the 
biggest problem they encounter is discrimination, either against them or their children. Why should these parents 
not be allowed to marry? If marriage does provide additional stability for children, as is the claim, why on earth 
would we be standing in their way? Why can we not stop making life so hard for these parents and their children 
by treating their families as though they are substandard? They are not.  

I have a number of friends who are either gay or lesbian who have married but who have had to travel to other 
countries to do so. One of these couples—my friends Graham and Damian—travelled to Canada to get married 
and then came back to Australia. At that time their marriage was at least recognised here, even though they were 
not able to get married here. Yet within a matter of months the federal government had passed the Marriage 
Amendment Act. Suddenly their legal marriage was declared invalid. That was devastating for them. They have 
been campaigning to have their marriage recognised ever since. Fancy that! Two adults in a lifelong union and a 
committed relationship are fighting for the right to be legally married, yet those who purport to support marriage 
are fighting to stop them. It is absolutely absurd. Another couple who are friends of mine—Miriam and 
Corinne—also married in Canada. They are raising one of the most loved little boys that I have ever met. They 
are completely committed to each other, and their son is utterly doted on; in fact, I think he is a little spoilt. I 
wish all families could be as happy as them. I wish that all children could be raised in a household as stable and 
as loving as theirs. This is something that should be celebrated, not condemned. If they want to be married, why 
should the state be allowed to stand in their way?  

Let us get back to this idea of declaring a day in recognition of these people. This Saturday, the day after the 
Australian Family Association’s National Marriage Day, is also the national day of action for equal marriage 
rights. Gay and lesbian couples around Australia will be standing up to fight for their right to be married. These 
are consenting adults fighting for the right to have their lifelong commitment to each other legally recognised 
and to have their love publicly acknowledged. I will be there offering my support and encouragement and 
celebrating the fact that all these people are there primarily because of one thing—their desire to have the right to 
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find their soul mate and enter into marriage. We should be supporting that right because our laws should not 
exist to stand in the way of love.  
 


